
Eliminating  Asbestos Use and Export  in Canada: 
Protecting Workers in Canada and Abroad 







Abandoned Mines, exploited 
communities 

Asbestos , Quebec 1879- 2001 Baie Verte Nfld  1963 - 1990 



 
 

Exploitation of asbestos miners coast to coast 

1952-2000 Cassiar B.C “ ghost town” 



“A war for health and safety; Miners support 
each other as number of asbestos-related 

illnesses grow” UPS Western Star 



Dying for a living: cancer, asbestos  and 
occupational disease in Canada 

 



“Outrageous Misconduct: The 
Asbestos Industry OnTrial” 

 
“But as long as the man is not 
disabled 
it is felt that he should not be told of 
his condition 
so that he can live and work in 
peace and the company can 
benefit by his many years 
of experience.” 

 

• Johns–Manville medical 
consultant, Dr. Kenneth 
Wallace Smith ( cited in 
Brodeur P. Outrageous 
Misconduct: The Asbestos 
Industry OnTrial.) 
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Domestic Consumption 

ON Mesothelioma

BC Mesothelioma

Asbestos Use in Canada and New Cases 
of Mesothelioma in Ontario and British 

Columbia 



From: Marrett, Elson and Dryer 2008. CMAJ Vol. 178 Issue 6, p677-678   

New cases of mesothelioma in men 

 in Canada  from 1984 to 2003. 



Québec areas with a statistically significant excess of pleural 
malignant mesothelioma (MM) and asbestosis (A), 1982-2002 

• LEGACY OF DISEASE :ONGOING CAMPAIGNS 

♂ ♀ MM+A 

♂ MM 

♂ MM+A 

♂ A 



Asbestos-Related Workers’ 
Compensation Claims, BC 
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Asbestos: Linking issues 

• Worker and Union history of struggle for healthier 
workplaces 

• just compensation and job transition 

• Policy endorsements : labour federations 
• Links  with cancer agencies, research 

community, and social justice organizations 
• Media support and extended coverage/Quebec and 

national 

• Political Party Support for Asbestos 
Export Ban 



“The true burden of asbestos related 
cancer is much greater than just 

mesothelioma” 

“Canadian Cancer Society Joins Labour Call For 
Asbestos Ban” 

 



Fibre Exposures over TLV 
Quebec 2001-2005:Debunking the 

myth of “safe exposures” in Quebec… 

Equipment and machinery industries                                            

      97% 

Masonry /construction                           75% 

Asbestos product manufacture             71% 

Brake (automotive) industry                46% 

46% of samples in asbestos products 

industries were over 200% higher than legal 

exposure limits 

//machinery


Building Trades Workers: 1514 workers seen; 
679 claims, over 350 for asbestos disease 
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Parliament Building  March &Protest  
Canadian Building Trades, CLC and BAC 
In solidarity with the asbestos miners 
struggles from 1949 to today.. 



Truth about Canadian Asbestos and 
Mesothelioma 

 
Canada must end its support for the deadly 
asbestos export trade.  We call upon you to 
put people’s lives ahead of politics.  
K. Georgetti 
President, CLC 
 

Canadian Labour 
Congress challenges 
Prime Minister on 
asbestos 

http://i0.wp.com/asbestosfacts.ca/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/jeffreymine.jpg




Canada’s ugly secret exposed: Media 
Campaign 



Last Mine Shut down! 



Main recipients of Canadian asbestos exports: 
Exports Shut down (not banned) 
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Continuing to 

“Manufacture doubt” 
WORLDWIDE 

 
 
 

• Dr. David M. Bernstein, Ph.D. 
(Switzerland)  

• Title: Health Risk of Chrysotile 
Revisited  

• “Chrysotile,…… falls apart in the lung 
…” 

• Ottawa, CLC Executive Board, 2011 
       New Delhi , India, December 2013 

• Dr. Jacques Dunnigan (Canada)  
• Title: Risk Assessment and Risk 

Management of Chrysotile Asbestos  
• On the “correct” interpretation of the 

IARC classification of human 
carcinogens;  
 

Director, Health and Environment 
Division of the Asbestos Institute  
 
CBC, Canada 2010 
New Delhi, India Dec. 2013 

 

Chrysotile Institute     
The controlled-use approach 
 

 



Asbestos consumption (kg per head per year) in 1960-69 

M
e

s
o

th
e

lio
m

a
 d

e
a

th
s
 p

e
r m

illio
n

 p
e

r y
e

a
r 2

0
0

0
-0

4
 

From: Lin et al.   Lancet 2007; 369: 844–49 



 Canada exports : Indian worker unloads 

Canadian asbestos 



Chinese Asbestos Textile Workers 



Four Pillars : 
1.Union solidarity; 2. community coalitions;  3.media support;  

4.political alliances 



International Struggle to Ban 
Asbestos Continues….  

 


