TO: Québec Premier Jean Charest and Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper

¢/o Canadian Embassy in Indonesia
World Trade Center, 6th floor

JI. Jendral Sudirman Kav 29-31
Jakarta 12920

Indonesia
Dear Premier Charest and Prime Minister Harper,

We are representatives of Indonesian academia, activist, environmental and labour
groups as well as asbestos victims and their family associations all over the country.
We're writing this letter on behalf of INA BAN (Indonesia Ban Asbestos Network) which is
a national network of Indonesia asbestos victims and citizens concerned about asbestos
threats, including tens of thousands of labour unions, occupational and health
organizations and environmental groups as well as A-BAN (Asian Ban Asbestos Network)
which is a regional network of several dozens labour and environmental groups and

experts.

Today, we call on you to cancel your Quebec government’s $58 million subsidy to save
the bankrupt Jeffrey asbestos mine. The Jeffrey mine plans to export 200,000 tonnes of
asbestos a year to Asia include Indonesia, and elsewhere for the next 25 to 50 years,
which may kill over 30,000 Asian labours and citizens with deadly disease mesothelioma
according to academic research that every 170ton of asbestros consumption could result

about 1 mesothelioma victim.

In past years, Canada has been exporting more than 200,000 tones of asbestos a year.
Asbestos is one of the best known deadly human carcinogens, and is now claiming more
than 100,000-150,000 cancer deaths a year worldwide. As Canada is the only remaining
western country that exports asbestos pollution to the developing world, we join the

international community in blaming the double standard of Canada.



Canada has been targeting Asian markets for its asbestos export (86% in 2009), as its
consumption has dwindled down in other parts of the world. With declining markets, the
asbestos industry in Canada has been dying out. However, Quebec province is now
planning to open a new asbestos mine with a huge government subsidy to this dying

industry.

Premier Charest, Québec’'s asbestos export dishonours Québec. Like others around the
world, we are outraged the export of asbestos death. You must give this $58 million

subsidy to help asbestos victims, not to create more victims.

A fundamental principle of public health and human rights is that the greatest protection
must be given to the most vulnerable. We ask that the 200,000 tonnes of asbestos a year
be put in Québec and Canadian schools, hospitals and buildings as you ask Asian to
believe the controlled use and not exported overseas where protections are few and
people are extremely vulnerable to asbestos harm. On this day, which is supposed to be

a day of pride for Québec, do not bring shame on Québec, Premier Charest.

Here printed materials enclosed which is distributed for Indonesian and foreign presses.

We urgently await your response,
Best regards

18 July 2012
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