
Declaration on Chrysotile Asbestos 
 

Recognizing the achievement in adding the hazardous chemicals aldicarb, alachlor and 
endosulfan to the Rotterdam Convention; 
 

Recalling that decision RC-3/3 of the third Conference of the Parties, adopted by 
consensus, found that the criteria for listing chrysotile asbestos in Annex III were met; 
 

Deeply concerned that the listing of chrysotile asbestos nonetheless has been 
prevented by a small number of Parties for three consecutive Conferences of the Parties;  
 

Noting that the reasons put forward for preventing listing by consensus were not 
relevant to the criteria of the convention; 
 

Encouraged by the willingness of some Parties to reconsider their position and support 
the listing; 
 
We undersigned: 
 

Call upon all Parties to hold paramount the protection of human health and the 
environment; 
 

Resolve to move forward to list chrysotile asbestos in Annex III and improve the 
effectiveness of the Convention in listing chemicals in the future; 
 

Declare our intent to pursue further action under the Convention to ensure that the 
export of hazardous chemicals occurs only with the prior informed consent of the importing 
Party and that the Party is provided with accurate information on the characteristics, potential 
dangers, safe handling and use of those chemicals. 
 
Signatories 
 
• The African Group (Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Congo, Cote 

d´Ivoire, Djibuti, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Kenya, 
Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, 
Sudan, Togo and Zambia) 

• Argentina 
• Australia 
• Chile 
• Colombia 
• The European Union and its member states (Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech 

Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxemburg, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom) 

• Jamaica 
• Japan 
• Jordan 
• New Zealand 
• Norway 
• Panama 
• Peru 
• Switzerland 
• Uruguay 
• Venezuela 


