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Dear Dr Bernard,

We are writing to urgently request that you, as President of the Collége des Médecins du
Québece, call on Premier Charest not to finance a new asbestos mine (the Jeffrey
underground mine) to export millions of tonnes of asbestos to the developing world,
where it would cause enormous harm to health for generations. We are gravely disturbed
that Premier Charest is refusing to heed the advice of the Québec Medical Association
and other medical authorities and instead commissioned a political organization
supportive of the asbestos industry to provide him with advice. Their advice was, as
anticipated, a recommendation that the government provide financial and political
support to revive the bankrupt and dying Québec asbestos industry.

Since the situation is so urgent, we are sending this letter immediately. Further
signatories will be added over the next few days and we will forward them to you.

As medical doctors and public health professionals, we are glad to see, at last, progress
being made around the world to eliminate asbestos-related disease and death. Such deaths
are particularly tragic in that they are unnecessary and preventable deaths. This progress
will be gravely undermined, if the Québec government throws its financial and political
support behind a revival of the asbestos industry.
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It will bring enormous international dishonor on Québec if the government decides to
subsidize the export of a known deadly product, which Québec itself refuses to use and
which is being removed at the cost of millions of dollars from schools, hospitals and
buildings in Québec.

For many decades, it has been well established in the medical literature that all forms of
asbestos cause mesothelioma and other deadly cancers, as well as asbestosis. Leading
Québec, Canadian and international medical authorities have called for a ban on the use
of asbestos as the only way to prevent asbestos-related disease and death. For more than a
decade, 100% of asbestos sold in the world has been chrysotile asbestos. Over the past
century, 95% of all asbestos sold was chrysotile asbestos (173 million tonnes of
chrysotile asbestos versus 8 million tonnes of other forms of asbestos).

The science has long been clear that use of chrysotile asbestos must be banned. Progress
has however been impeded by lobby groups in Québec, Russia, India, Mexico, Brazil and
clsewhere, promoting the interests of the chrysotile asbestos industry.

Since chrysolile asbestos has been banned, either through law or through practice, in
industrialized countries, these lobby groups target developing countries, using false
information that chrysotile asbestos can be safely used. The Québec Chrysotile Institute
has for many years played a key role in promoting this deceptive information and
undermining public health efforts in developing countries to ban asbestos. A recent BBC
investigative series, for example, reported how the Québec lobby group has been
instrumental both in Peru and in Mexico in blocking efforts by public health
professionals to ban asbestos.

The Québec government is on the verge of deciding whether to revive Québec’s bankrupt
asbestos industry by giving $58 million financing to a consortium of investors to open the
Jeffrey underground mine (formerly the Johns Manville mine) and export 5 million
tonnes of asbestos to Asia over the next quarter century.

If the government gives this financing, it will have an extremely destructive effect on the
critical public health campaign being presently waged in the developing world by health
experts, the World Health Organization and the International Labor Organization to stop
further epidemics of asbestos-related diseases and deaths by ending any use of asbestos.

The Québec government stated that, before it would consider giving financing, it first
must have reliable evidence that asbestos exported by the proposed mine would cause no
harm to health in the developing world. The government received advice on this question
from leading medical authorities, such as the Québec Medical Association, the Canadian
Cancer Society and the Québec Public Health Association. They unanimously informed
the government that asbestos exported by the mine would increase the epidemic of
asbestos-related disease and death in the developing world. They drew the government’s
attention to a two-year study by Québec government health authorities, which showed a
0% success rate in implementing “safe use™ requirements in Québec itself - an affluent.
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privileged, literate, regulated society - in the handful of industries still using chrysotile
asbestos. They categorically asked the government not to fund the mine.

We find it astonishing and extremely disturbing that, showing what the Québec Medical
Association calls “willful blindness”, the government is refusing to heed the advice of
medical authorities. Instead, the government commissioned an organization of local
politicians in the asbestos-mining region, la Conférence régionale des €lus de I"'Estrie
(CRE), to advise it whether to finance the mine. This organization has no medical or
scientific expertise but is supportive of the asbestos industry.

We also find it astonishing and extremely disturbing that the Québec Minister of Health
is failing to fulfill his responsibilities to respect the medical science and to defend public
health.

The official Statement of Advice that the CRE provided to the Québec government
(attached) is frankly scandalous. It puts forward outrageously false propaganda habitually
used by asbestos lobby groups, implying that those working to end use of asbestos, such
as the World Health Organization, the Canadian Cancer Society, the Canadian Medical
Association, the International Trade Union Confederation, Ban Asbestos and Asbestos
Victims® Groups, are secretly working on behalf of and being funded by commercial
interests; that the science regarding health risks of asbestos is contradictory: that
opposition to the use of chrysotile asbestos is alarmist and ignorant and does not
understand that it is past heavy use of other forms of asbestos that has caused problems;
that substitute products pose a threat to health; that chrysotile asbestos can be safely used.

These allegations are completely unfounded and shameful.

With extraordinary cynicism, the Statement of Advice endeavours to legitimize chrysotile
asbestos by saying that the Rotterdam Convention does not consider chrysotile asbestos
hazardous. The expert scientific committee of the Rotterdam Convention, comprising
approximately 32 scientists from around the world, including a Canadian scientist
nominated by Canada, has repeatedly stated that chrysotile asbestos is hazardous and has
repeatedly called for it to be put on the Convention’s list of hazardous substances, along
with other forms of asbestos. Through its political lobbying, the Québec asbestos industry
succeeded in getting the Canadian government to block this recommendation.

The CRE's official Statement of Advice recommends that:

- The Québec government support the re-launch of the Jeffrey asbestos mine

- The regional, Québec and Canadian governments initiate a significant marketing
and public relations plan to rehabilitate the image of the chrysotile asbestos
industry and to counter the harmful effects of “world disinformation campaigns™
that oppose use of chrysotile asbestos

- The Québec government, together with the Canadian government, provides
significant funds to set up a Foundation to develop new asbestos-containing
products.



Dr Bernard, Québec is already a major obstacle to global public health efforts to prevent
epidemics of asbestos-related disease in developing countries. If the Québec government
approves the above recommendations and funds the Jeffrey mine, it will be a disastrous
set-back to such efforts by lending Quebec’s credibility to the deadly misinformation that
asbestos can be safely used and by renewing Québec’s harmful global role as a lead
propagandist for the asbestos industry.

We understand that 53 Québec medical doctors have made an urgent appeal to you, as
president of the Québec Collége des Médecins , Lo intervene in this crisis where the
Québec government is about to take a public health decision with far-reaching global
consequences and, in doing so, is refusing to heed all medical advice.

We join the call of the 53 Québec medical doctors. The WHO, the ILO and public health
professionals are starting to make progress in informing populations in developing
countries of the hazards of asbestos and in ending use of asbestos, as Québec itself has
done. We ask you to intervene at this critical moment to call on the Québec government
1o be guided by its medical experts and not finance the asbestos mine.

Medical doctors and medical organizations have a profound ethical obligation to protect
public health without fear or favor and to “do no harm™. This ethical obligation is
particularly imperative where those who will be exposed to harm are particularly
vulnerable, such as impoverished populations in developing countries. Those who hold
powerful public positions of trust, such as the Minister of Health and the Premier of
Québec, are not exempt from these ethical obligations. If anything, they have a stronger
duty to lead by example.

In summary, if the Québec government finances this project, it will be in complete
contravention of the fundamental principles of the Code of Ethics of the Québec College
des Médecins and will cause significant harm to public health in developing countries for
decades to come.

We urgently call on you intervene in defense of public health and in defense of the ethical
obligations set out in the Code of Ethics of the Québec Collége des Médecins. We would
be glad to provide you with any support or assistance you may need.

We await your response.
Yours sincerely,
Arthur L. Frank, MD, PhD, Professor, Drexel University School of Public Health, US

and Richard A. Lemen, Ph.D.; Assistant Surgeon General, U.S.P.H.S. (ret.); Canton,
Georgia, US



This letter has been co-signed by the following doctors and scientists:

* Henry A. Anderson, MD, Chief Medical Officer, Wisconsin Division of Public Health,
Madison, US

* David Egilman MD, MPH, Clinical Associate Professor, Department of Family
Medicine, Brown University, Rhode Island, US

* Michael R. Harbut, MD, MPH, FCCP, Chief, Center for Occupational/Environmental
Medicine; Co-Director, National Center for Vermiculite & Asbestos-Related Cancers;
Director, Environmental Cancer Program, Karmanos Cancer Institute; Clinical Professor,
Internal Medicine, Wayne State University, Detroit, Michigan, US

* Philip J. Landrigan, MD, MSc, DIH, FAAP, FACPM, FACOEM, Dean for Global
Health, Ethel H. Wise Professor and Chairman, Department of Preventive Medicine,
Professor of Pediatrics, Director, Children's Environmental Health Center, Mount Sinai
School of Medicine, New York: President, Collegium Ramazzini, Bologna, Italy

* Tim K. Takaro, MD, MPH, MS, Associate Professor, Associate Dean for Research,
Faculty of Health Scicnces, Simon Fraser University, BC, Canada

* Prof. Jock McCulloch, School of Global Studies, RMIT University, Australia

* Andrew Watterson, PhD, CFIOSH, RSP, Professor of Health and Director of the Centre
for Public Health and Population Health, University of Stirling, Scotland

* Joseph LaDou, MD, Division of Occupational and Environmental Medicine, University
of California School of Medicine, San Francisco, US

* John Bailar, Professor Emeritus, University of Chicago, Scholar in Residence, US
National Academy of Sciences, US

* Prof Rajen Naidoo, Head of Department, Department of Occupational and
Environmental Health, Nelson R. Mandela School of Medicine, University of KwaZulu-
Natal, South Africa

* David Rosner, PhD, Ronald H. Lauterstein, Professor of Sociomedical Sciences and
Professor of History, Columbia University, US

* Peter F. Infante, M.P.H., Dr.P.H., F.A.C.E., Professorial Lecturer of Environmental
and Occupational Health, School of Public Health and Health Services, The George
Washington University, Washington, US

* Daniela Pelclova, MD, PhD., Professor of Occupational Medicine, Czech Republic

* Stephen M. Levin, MD, Medical Director, Mount Sinai - Selikoff Center for
Occupational & Environmental Medicine, US

* Zulmiar Yanri, MD, former Director of Occupational Health, Indonesia.

* Allan H. Smith MD, PhD, Professor of Epidemiology and Director, Arsenic Health
Effects Research Program, School of Public Health, University of California, US



* Gerald V. Poje, Ph.D.. Former Board member of the U.S. Chemical Safety and Hazard
Investigation Board, Virginia, US

* Margaret Keith, PhD, University of Windsor; former Research Co-coordinator,
Occupational Health Clinics for Ontario Workers, ON, Canada

* Brad Black, MD, Medical Director, Center for Asbestos Related Disease, Libby, MT,
uUs

* Craig Slatin, Sc.D., MPH, Professor and Chair, Department of Community Health and
Sustainability, University of Massachusetts Lowell; Editor - New Solutions. A Journal of
Environmental and Occupational Health Policy, US

* Thomas H Gasser, MD, MSc,Visiting Scientist, Environmental and Occupational
Medicine and Epidemiology Program, Department of Environmental Health, Harvard
School of Public Health, Boston; Assistant Professor of Medicine, University of
Massachusetts Medical School, US

* Colin L. Soskolne, PhD, Accreditation Coordinator, School of Public Health,
University of Alberta, Canada

* Dr James Leigh, Director, Centre for Occupational and Environmental Health, Sydney
School of Public Health, University of Sydney, Australia; Formerly: Coordinator, The
Australian Mesothelioma Register, and Head of the Epidemiology Unit and the Research
Unit, National Occupational Health and Safety Commission, Australia

* Susana I. MithImann, Architect Researcher, University of Buenos Aires; Former
technical advisor, Government of Buenos Aires; participant in Argentina’s first official
Asbestos Removal at the Caseros Prison in 2003; developed Map of Asbestos Program
for public buildings, Buenos Aires City, 2008/2010, Argentina

* Devra Davis, Founding Director, Board on Environmental Studies and Toxicology, US
National Research Council, National Academy of Sciences, and Center for
Environmental Oncology, University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute; currently President,
Environmental Health Trust, US

* Robert Sass, Professor Emeritus, University of Saskatchewan; former Director of
Occupational Health and Safety, Saskatchewan Department of Labor, Canada

* Charles Levenstein, Ph.D., M.Sc., Professor Emeritus of Work Environment,
University of Massachusetts Lowell, US

* Celeste Monforton, DrPH, MPH, Professorial Lecturer, School of Public Health &
Health Services, George Washington University, US

* Youxin Liang, Professor, Fudan University School of Public Health, Shanghai, China
* Abe Reinhartz, MD, Family Practice, Supportive Oncology and Palliative Care,
Toronto, Canada

* Claude Emond, Ph.D. Toxicologist in Public Health, Québec, Canada

* Laura Punnett, Sc.D., Professor, Department of Work Environment: Co-Director,
Center to Promote Health in the New England Workplace; Senior Associate, Center for
Women and Work, University of Massachusetts Lowell, US



* Roland Wong, MSc,MD,FRCPC: Occupational and Community Medicine Physician,
Toronto, ON, Canada

* Jerry Spiegel, PhD, MA, MSc., Associate Professor, School of Population and Public
Health; Director, Global Health, Liu Institute for Global Issues, University of British
Columbia, Vancouver, Canada

* Rob McConnell MD, Professor of Preventive Medicine, University of Southern
California, US

* James Brophy, PhD, University of Windsor: former Executive Director, Occupational
Health Clinics for Ontario Workers, ON, Canada

* Prof J Myers, Director, Centre for Occupational and Environmental Health Research,
School of Public Health, University of Cape Town, South Africa

* Gilbert 8. Omenn, MD, PhD, Director, Center for Computational Medicine &
Bioinformatics, Professor of Internal Medicine, Human Genetics and Public Health,
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI, US

* Lewis Pepper, MD, MPH, Asst Professor, Environmental Health Department, Boston
University School of Public Health, US

* Susan M Kennedy, PhD, Professor Emerita and past Director, School of Environmental
Health, University of British Columbia; past Director, BC Environmental and
Occupational Health Research Network: past Director, Centre for Health and
Environment Research, Vancouver, BC, Canada

* Zhao-lin Xia, BM, MS, PhD, Fellow, Collegium Ramazzini, Italy; Professor of
Occupational Health & Toxicology, School of Public Health, Fudan University,
Shanghai, China

* Dr. Annalee Yassi MD, MSc, FRCPC(Community Medicine), FRCPC (Occupational
Med), Tier 1 Canada Research Chair, Global Health Research Program, College for
Interdisciplinary Studies; Professor, School of Population and Public Health; School of
Environmental Health; and Department of Medicine; former Director, Institute of Health
Promotion Research; former head of Division of Occupational Medicine, University of
British Columbia, Canada

* Professor Leslie London, Director: School of Public Health and Family Medicine,
University of Cape Town Health Sciences Faculty, South Africa

* Soussan Salehpour M.D., Occupational Medicine Specialist, National Research
Institute for TB and Lung Diseases, Tehran, Iran

* Rory O'Neill, Editor, Hazards magazine; Professor, Occupational and Environmental
Health Research Group, University of Stirling; Health, safety and environment officer,
International Federation of Journalists, Scotland

* Peter Orris, MD, MPH, FACP, FACOEM, Professor and Chief of Service,
Occupational and Environmental Medicine, University of Illinois at Chicago School of
Public Health, US



* Janice Fernandez de D Pool, MD, MPH, Professor, Instituto de Medicina del Trabajo e
Higiene Industrial, University of Zulia, Venezuela

* John R. Balmes, MD, Professor of Medicine, University of California, San Francisco;
Professor of Environmental Health Sciences. School of Public Health, University of
California, Berkeley, US

* Ramin Mehrdad. MD. MPh, Associate Professor of Occupational Medicine, Tehran

University of Medical Sciences; Center for Research on Occupational Diseases, Tehran
University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran

* Dr. Shahieda Adams, Honorary Research Associate and Occupational Medicine
Specialist, Centre for Occupational and Environmental Health Research, School of Public
Health and Family Medicine, University of Cape Town, South Africa

* Prof. Gilles-Eric Séralini, Président du Conseil Scientifique du CRIIGEN; Co-Directeur
du Pole Risques, Qualité et Environnement Durables - MRSH-CNRS; Université de Caen
- Institut de Biologie IBFA, France

* Alex Burdorf, Professor, Determinants of Public Health, Erasmus MC, Rotterdam,
Netherlands

* Bice Fubini Head of "G. Scansetti" Interdepartmental Center for Studies on Asbestos
and other Toxic Particulates, University of Torino, Italy

* Anita Idle, Dr. Med. vet., Mediation and Project Management, Germany

* Hans Kromhout, PhD, Professor of Exposure Assessment and Occupational Hygiene,
Institute for Risk Assessment Sciences, Universiteit Utrecht, Netherlands

* Morris Greenberg, MB, FRCP, FFOM: formerly, HM Medical Inspector of Factories,
England

* Jennifer Sass, Ph.D., Professorial Lecturer, Dept. of Environmental & Occupational
Health, George Washington University; Senior Scientist, Health and Environment,
Natural Resources Defense Council, US

* Andrew F. Oberta, MPH, CIH, The Environmental Consultancy, Austin, Texas; Past-
President, Environmental Information Association; Chairman, ASTM Task Group on
Asbestos Management, US

* Monona Rossol, M.S., M.F.A., industrial hygienist, Arts, Crafts & Theater Safety, Inc:
Safety Officer, United Scenic Artist's, Local USA829, New York, US

* Aqiel Dalvie, Associate Professor; Programme Leader, Chemical Toxicity and
Exposures, University of Cape Town, South Africa

* Professor Mohamed I Jeebhay, MBChB, PhD, Occupational Medicine Specialist,
Associate Director - Occupational Health, Centre for Occupational and Environmental
Health Research, School of Public Health and Family Medicine, Faculty of Health
Sciences, University of Cape Town, South Africa

* Lundy Braun, Royce Family Professor in Teaching Excellence, Departments of
Pathology and Laboratory Medicine and Africana Studies, Science and Technology



Program, Brown University, Providence, RI; Visiting Professor, Department of Public
Health and Primary Care, University of Cape Town, South Africa

* Tim Morse, Ph.D., Chair, Occupational Health Section, American Public Health
Association, US,

* Karen B. Mulloy, DO, MSCH, Associate Professor, Colorado School of Public Health,
uUs

* George L. Delclos, MD, MPH, PhD, Professor , Division of Epidemiology, Human
Genetics and Environmental Sciences, The University of Texas School of Public Health,
us

* Tushar Kant Joshi, MBBS, M.Sc¢, DLSHTM Occ.Health, FFOM, Cer.OEM (UCSF),
Director Occupational and Environmental Medicine Programme, Centre for Occupational
and Environmental Health, New Delhi, India

* Marcello Buiatti , Professor of Genetics, University of Florence; President, National
Association "Ambiente e lavoro" (Environment and Labour); member, scientific
committee, Italian section, International Association of Doctors for Environment ; co-
founder, European Network of Scientists for Social and Environmental Responsibility,
Italy

* Dr. David Coates, B.Sc. M.D., Coroner, Chair, Ontario College of Family Physicians
Environmental Health Committee, Canada

* John Andrews, MD, MPH, Assistant Senior Vice President Academic Health Center,
University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH, US

* Sandra A. Lovegrove, President, Abel Publication Services, Inc., Former publisher
(retired), The International Journal of Occupational and Environmental Health, US

* Corrado Magnani, Professor of Medical Statistics, University of Eastern Piedmont,
Head of the Cancer Epidemiology Unit of the Teaching Hospital of Novara, Italy

* Laura S Welch, MD, Medical Director, The Center for Construction Research and
Training, Silver Spring MD, US

* Sanjay Chaturvedi, Professor of Community Medicine, University College of Medical
Sciences & GTB Hospital, Delhi, India

* Guadalupe Aguilar Madrid. PhD, Research Unit in Health at Work. IMSS. XXI
Century National Medical Center, Mexico City, Mexico.

* Cuauhtémoc Arturo Judrez. Pérez. MSe, Research Unit in Health at Work. IMSS. XXI
Century National Medical Center, Mexico City, Mexico.



* Luis Cuauhtemoc Haro Garcia, PhD. professor, Department of Public Health, Faculty
of Medicine, UNAM. Mexico

* Philippe Grandjean, MD, PhD, Professor, University of Southern Denmark and
Harvard School of Public Health, Denmark

* Beth Rosenberg, ScD, MPH, Assistant Professor, Department of Public Health &
Community Medicine, Tufts University School of Medicine, Boston, MA, US

* André Cicolella, Conseiller Scientifique, Institut National de I'Environnement industriel
et des risques. Verneuil en Halatte, France

* Gideon Forman, Executive Director, Canadian Association of Physicians for the
Environment, Toronto, ON, Canada

* James Huff, PhD, Associate Director for chemical carcinogenesis, National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences, North Carolina, US

* Marie-Claude Gregoire, MD, MSe, FRCPC, IWK Health Centre, Halifax, NS, Canada
* Y.R.K. Waterman, Sc.D. LL.M., Waterman Asbestos Consultancy, The Netherlands
* Josette Wier, MD, Smithers, BC, Canada

Iman Nuwayhid, MD, DrPH. Professor and Dean, Faculty of Health Sciences, American
University of Beirut, Lebanon

*# Jerrold L. Abraham, MD, Professor of Pathology, Director of Environmental and
Occupational Pathology, SUNY Upstate Medical University, Syracuse, NY, US

*Ana Digon, médica, Jefa del Programa Nacional de Riesgos Quimicos, Direccion
Nacional de Determinantes de la Salud e Investigacion, Ministerio de Salud de la Nacion:
Docente JTP-AD en la Primera Catedra de Toxicologia, Facultad de Medicina,
Universidad de Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Eduardo Jorge Rodriguez, médico, Especialista en Medicina del Trabajo; Jefe del
Programa Nacional de Salud del Trabajador de la Direccion Nacional de Determinantes
de la Salud e Investigacion; Coordinador de la Comision Asesora sobre el Asbesto
Crisotilo, Ministerio de Salud de la Nacion, Argentina

* James Heilman, MD. CCFP(EM), Cranbrook, BC, Canada

* Steven W Herskovitz, MD,CFPC(EM) clinical lecturer, McGill University; attending
staff, St. Mary's Hospital, Emergency department, Montreal, Qc, Canada



* Robert C Dickson, MD.Calgary, AB, Canada

# Kapil Khatter, MD, CCFP, MES, past president, Canadian Association of Physicians
for the Environment, Ottawa, Canada

* Paul Demers, Clinical Professor, School of Population and Public Health, University of
British Columbia, Canada

* Dr. Emma S Calderon Aranda, Depto. Toxicologia, Cinvestay, IPN, Mexico City,
Mexico.

* Erica Frank, MD, MPH, Professor and Canada Research Chair, University of British
Columbia School of Population and Public Health; Past President (2008) Physicians for
Social Responsibility. Canada

* Carole P. O'Beirne, MD, Pediatrician, M.D., FRCPC, Toronto, ON, Canada

* Theodora Carroll, MD, Squamish, B.C., Canada

* Steve M. Hays, PE, CIH, FACEC, FAIHA, Nashville, Tennessee, US

NOTE: Titles and institutions named for identification purposes only
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