
 

 

 

 

Press Release                 December 9, 2025 

 

Congratulations to ABREA! 

It is now 30 years since the Brazilian Association of the Asbestos-exposed – ABREA – was founded 

in Brazil.1 For decades asbestos companies had reaped healthy profits while asbestos victims had died 

unacknowledged, untreated, and uncompensated. Step by step ABREA staff, all of whom were 

volunteers, worked to change that. ABREA made manifest the deadly legacy of this deadly industry 

by exposing complicit company doctors, challenging impotent government officials, and documenting 

the existence of a hostile legal environment. 

 

The successes achieved by ABREA are far too numerous to list but include: 

• revolutionizing the national asbestos debate from one accepting the “controlled use” of 

asbestos to one denouncing all use;  

• establishing case law recognizing the rights of the injured to claim compensation for moral 

damages as well as physical injuries; 

• facilitating municipal, state, and national asbestos bans; 

• progressing regional and international collaborations amongst victims’ groups, trade unions, 

labor federations, medical associations, occupational health and safety organizations, and 

independent scientists. 

 

The Italian Association of Families and Victims of Asbestos (Associazione Famigliari e Vittime 

dell'Amianto /AFeVA), has close emotional and familial ties with ABREA; many Brazilians affected 

by asbestos-related diseases emmigrated from economically depressed areas in Italy. Congratulating 

ABREA on its landmark anniversary, in her message of solidarity AFeVA President Giuliana Busto 

emphasized the pivotal role played by ABREA “in the common battle against asbestos.” 

In his communication, Sugio Furuya of the Asian Ban Asbestos Network (ABAN) noted that:  

“ABREA stands as a symbol throughout Asia of solidarity and fellowship. Its sustained efforts 

to ban asbestos exports to Asia has saved and will save many lives as we work towards an 

asbestos-free future for all!” 

For 25 years, the International Ban Asbestos Secretariat (IBAS) has been an active and supportive 

partner of ABREA. Remembering the many ABREA members lost to asbestos, IBAS Coordinator 

Laurie Kazan-Allen said: 

 
1 Associação Brasileira dos Expostos ao Amianto (ABREA) [Brazilian Association of the Asbestos Exposed]. ABREA 

was established on December 9, 1995 in Osasco, Brazil. 

https://abrea.org.br/abrea-30-anos/ 

 

https://abrea.org.br/abrea-30-anos/


 

“ABREA gave a face to a worldwide human disaster. Its members spearheaded efforts at home, 

in Latin America and around the world to support the injured, challenge industry dogma and 

overturn unjust laws and legal precedents. The ABREA–IBAS alliance has been the cornerstone 

of initiatives that propelled the asbestos discourse from discussions on occupational health into 

mainstream dialogues on public health, human rights, social justice, and sustainability.” 

The groups issuing this press release represent asbestos victims’ groups, trade unions, medical 

personnel and others supporting asbestos victims in Europe, Asia, and Australia. We are united in 

sending our very best wishes on this landmark anniversary to all ABREA’s staff and members for their 

three decades of hard work. The world is a better and safer place thanks to ABREA!  

 

Notes for Editors 

For additional details, please email: Laurie Kazan-Allen (IBAS) at lkaz@btconnect.com 

Information about the groups which issued this press release can be accessed at: 

• International Ban Asbestos Secretariat (IBAS) 

https://ibasecretariat.org 

 

• The Italian Association of Families and Victims of Asbestos  

(Associazione Famigliari e Vittime dell'Amianto) (AFeVA) 

https://www.afeva.it/ 

 

• Asian Ban Asbestos Network (ABAN) 

Email Sugio Furuya, ABAN Coordinator: 

2009aban@gmail.com  

 

• Union Aid Abroad – APHEDA (Australia) 

https://www.apheda.org.au/ 

 

• Asbestos Diseases Society of Australia 

https://asbestosdiseases.org.au 

 

• Asbestos and Dust Diseases Research Institute (ADDRI) (Australia) 

https://addri.org.au/ 

 

• Asbestos Victims Support Group Forum 

https://asbestosforum.org.uk/ 

 

• Merseyside Asbestos Victims Support 

https://mavsg.org/ 

 

• Mesothelioma UK 

https://www.mesothelioma.uk.com/ 
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