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LADY INSPECTORS. 171

;9. The employer ia bound himsel?, or by his agent, to kesp a register of the employment and health of his
workers,

The regleter must contain -

(1) Christian and surname, age, domioile, date of first employment, and nature of smployment.
(2) Name of the person responsible for the register,

(3) Name of the doctor in charge of the workers,

(4} Date and nature of any illneas of the worker.

(b} Date of recovery from iliness of the worker,

{83 Date and reaunlts of the monthly medical examiantion.

20. The employer must make Rules to be observed by workers on the following pelnte i

(1) The workers must not bring food or spirita inta the workrooms, nor partake of them there,
Meals muat be taken only outeide workrooms.

(2) The workers must wear overalls provided as directed.

(8) The workers may not enter the messrooms, or take meals, or leave the works until after
they llj|1j:we removed their overnlls, washed their hands and fsoes thoroughly, and rinsed out their
mouthe.

(4) Smoking, snoff taking, and tobacco chewing are ferbidden to workers during working houre,
Workers breaking theee Rules are lable to instant dismissal,

21. A copy of these Special Rules shall be affixed in every workroom, and in dressing-rooms and mess.rogms,
in sach & way oa to be easily read.

22, In case of infringement of these Speoial Rules, the Police Anthority is empowered to close the worke, so
far as affeated by the infringement, until the place has been brought into conformity.

1 have had to report to you more than once during the year, on receipt of complaints from (i) Flaoes
workers, of the hardphip they felt it to be that they should be prohibited from: taking meals in f“’“"‘”‘l
certain places, .., fur-pulling rooms, where they had formerly done @o, ne other place having ™
legally to be provided as & pubstitute. This bas been a long standing grievance with rag-sorters,
in Yorkshire and elsewhere, although from time to time encouragement comes from stray
employers, who, yielding to the Inspector’s persmasion (or perhaps to the great difficulty of
carrying on their works with aggrieved workers) provide some shed or covered corner where
the women can gafely sit in the mealtime. Too many cases romain unredressed, however, and
one hopitates therefore to press immediately the view that a primd facie case exists for this
prohibition of work-rooms as meal-rooms in every case where provision of washing appliances
is necessary vn account of the dangerous substances handled. It seems strange, for example,
that in the meantime the Inspector should have no legal power to require during meals the
evacuation of work.rooms in the post-carrotting departments of a Hatters' Furriers, or the dise-
outting or enameiling rooms of a metalli¢c capsule works, Much less is there any power to
prevent irregular eating of food in those rooms during working hours.

Misa Bguire reports as follows —

“To prohibit the taking of meals in & factory or workshop without laying upon the ocoupler a legal
obligation to provide s suitable place in which food may be eaten, is unfortunately merely to substitute one set
of conditions injurious to health for another, The bitter compla{nr.a of women whoss homes are distant From
thelr work, turned out of factories and workshops in wet or cold weather into the streets to get a bit of food
nud rest where tlwi can, are well founded. ' The cold and demp does ns more harm than ever the dust did ' they
eay. In some neighbonrhoods coffes nhoPa and eating houses do not exist, aud where they do the dinner hour

them with men and * we women don'’t get & chance.! Moreover it I8 & queetion of expense ss well as of
dispomtort or suffering, and one can quite understand the importance of the confidential communioation that
‘ n littlo bit of something brought from home ' coste less than ever so cheap & mesl at 6 coffee shop.

“To many, possibly the majority, of employers, the provision of a meal room in the factory nnt.umlltvl
follows obedience to the Order of the Sscretary of Biate prohibiting meals in certain processes, but there sti
remain others whom no consideration but that of a legal obligation oan move." -

Miss Deane, however, reported cases during 1898 of old workwomen in the fur-pulling trade
whe wished to take the law in their own hands in an opposite sense, by positively declining to.
take their meals anywhere but in the dusty spot to which they were accustomed, and of them
their employer seemed to stand in “ wholegome dread.”

Of all the dusty occupations which specially came under observation in 1898 three, in (w) Ocrtain-
addition to china scouring, stand out on account of their eapily demonstrated danger to the u:i?mm
health of the workers, and because of ascertained cages of injury to bronchial tubes and lungs parions.
medically atiributed to the employment of the sufferers. These ococupations were ashestos
sifting and carding, silk opening and combing, and hemp spinning. Although the dust
inhaled in considerable guantities was necessarily injurious in a greater or less degree
according to the constitution of the persons iu question, it was found that with properly
applied ventilation in pome factories the occupations could be rendered comparatively
innocuons. In the case of one particular asbegtos works, which I visited with Mias Deane, far
from any precaution having been taken, the work (sifting, mixing, and carding) appeared to be
carried on with the least possible attempt to subdue the dust ; hand lzhour being used whers
wechanical conirivance was possible to obviate it, and no sort of ventilation being applied.

One of the dustiest processes was carried on In a cellar, Recommendationg were made for a
scheme of applied ventilation to H.M. Inspector in charge of the districts in question, and the
carrying out of the necessary worke extended into 1899,

In the case of the silk mills, greatly increased injuriousness to the respiratory organs of
workers of the exceasive dust appeared to be coinoident with recent introdunotion of an inferior
guality of silk, in which, on the matter being referred to him, Dr. Legge found under the
microscope débris containing hook-like structures from the horny skin of the papa case of the
silkworm, together with striated muscutar fibres and other portions of the body of the larva.*

* For illustration see Dr. Legge's Report, Section on Dust, above,
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The opinion of the workers, expressed to Miss Squire, that they were inhaling and coughing
up silkworms thus received some support, and there is strange testimony from a keen
medical observer in Italy over two centuries ago to the havoc that can be wrought by this
ever-recurring tendency of a manufacture to make its profits out of cheal;anod materials.
In his De Morbis Ariificun. (published 1670, translated into English 1705), Ramazzini
wrote :— :

" Worst of all is the condition of those who comb the silk cakes that remain after the making of the silk
in order to spin it into thread for several uses as being less chargeable (costly?) than the silk itself. For
when the bags of the silkworms after being steeped in hot water are opened and untangled by our women
. . . . ond wound upon reels in small ¢ there are still some grosser threads or fllamenta behind,
which have parts of the bodies of silkworms mixed with them ; and of these they make a sort of cakes which
thoy dry in the sun and give out to workmen to have drawn out into threads with small oombs, Now the
goor people that comb these cakes are nsually troubled with a vehement cough, and a great difficulty of

reathing, and few of them live to old age in that way of business. The virulence that gives rise to this
t.rl.gadiy is owing to the oadaverous partioles of the silkworma that are mixed with the cakes. . . . Ilknow
a whole family in this city that got a good estate by the silk trade, and dy'd miserably of consumptions; the
physicians imputing the cause of their calamity to the trade they were continually employed in.

“T usually recommend to this sort of workmen a milk diet above all other things, there being noth:
that more effectually corrects the corrosive and uloerous scrimony. . . . But at the long run if they fin
their affliotion grows upon them they must look out for anether trade ; for 'tis a sordid profit that's
accompan’d with the destruction of health,"*

Would that our workers in dangerous industries could avoid the evils that beset them by
following this last recommendation |

Miss Deane reports on the abundant evidence she has had of the evil effects of dust :—

“ In the majority of cases the evil is very insidious, and the general symptoms produced by dust on the
various respiratory organs are to the lay mind so similar to those produced by other causes that it 18 not always
eu{ to trace the i The i t * sore throat,' the irritation of the bronchial passages, the frequent
‘colds on the chest,’ and ‘ hoarse voice'and ‘morning cough’ from which girlu emgloyed in dusty processes
suffer are all symptoms which to casual observers might be easily accounted for in other ways. One or two sad
cases of ght.hiaia medioally certified to be seriously aggravated, if not induced, by work in rope factories which
camo under my notice have emphasized in my mind the grave possibilities arieing from work in these places.

* Buch instances can seldom be fully traced exoept with infinite labour and patience. The worker falls into
{ll-health, and einks away out of sight in no sudden or sensational manner so that attention is seldom attracted
to the nltimate source of the tronmble.

—
T “ The evil effects of asbestos dust have also attracted my attention, a miocroscopic examination of this
mineral dust which was made by H.M. Medical Inspector clearly revealed the sharp, glasa-like, jagged nature
of the partioles, and whore they are allowed to rise and to remain suspended in the air of & room, in any
quantity, the effects have been found to be injurions, as might have been expected.

“ As in china-scouring, so in a still !greater degree in other dusty trades, the worker may continue fora
very long time apparently unaffected, before the symptoms of the evil become marked.

“ It is often impossible to bring positive proof of definite injury solely attributable to working in a dusty
atmosphere, for except in extreme cases the symptoms are similar to those attributable to other causes; but the
certainty of the danger can be clearly demonstrated, as, for inetance, by examination of the dust particles, Even
when the evil reaches such grave proportions as to be capable of easy and tragic proof as in the case of chiua
scouring or flax pre, g, there is always a certain proportion of “ old workers "—the survivors of their mates—
who are to be found in every unhealthy industry, and who, like the Circassian poison-eaters, appear to thrive on
their unhealthy calling.

‘ In less obviously unhealthy conditions the only convincing proof of actual injury, vis., relinble comparative
statistics of mortality, or of health-standards, is practically unattainable in the case of any given factory, at any
rate with the time and opportunity at present at our dispoeal.” J

6. Becurity Although, in accordance with regulations, questions relating to fencing of dangerous
machinery are referred by H.M. Women Inspectors to H.M. Inspectors in charge of districts
sooldenta, (99 cases of dangerous machinery having been so referred in 1898), considerable attention has,

as hitherto, been given to various illustrations of the need of increasing security for workers at
their employment., Often valuable suggestions can be gathered from study of the registers of
accidents which occupiers are bound to keep in workshops as well as factories, and some gross
cases of neglect to keep these useful records, for example, in aérated water works and laundries,
we made the subject of proceedings.

In one case, with a view to obtaining penal compensation for a poor old woman needlessly
injured in a laundry, I proceeded against the occnpiers, not only for failure to register and report
the accident, but for failure to place such a barrier as would from the position of the machine—
which was u self-acting collar ironer near the wall—have prevented the accident. Grossly
careless management had neglected not only this simple precaution, but bad allowed pegs to
be hung for outdoor garments immediately behind the moving part of the machine, It was
‘the accidental setting in motion of the machine, when the old woman had got behind it at the
dinner hour for her shawl to go home, that caused the injury which disabled her for further
following her occupation.

My attention has been called, by repeated reports from the Inspectors, to cases of injured
workers being pressed to remain at work during the first three days after an injury which
would not be severe if it was carefully attended to. Miss Bquire especially reported serious
consequences as following a comparatively slight accident at a tin cutting works. One girl
she saw had lost a finger by an operation some time after the accident which caused the
original injury, and it was the opinion of the surgeon that, if the girl had rested and been
cared for she would not have suffered a loss which many are apt to forget is far more
serious to a bread-earner, who has only her hands to depend upon, than to others. Hand
presses, both in metallic capsule works and in pen-making works, are responsible for many
of these minor accidents, which are often of grave consequence to the sufferer. I was much
struck by the frequency of maimed and misshapen forefingers in my first visits to pen

* Fnglich translation entitled, * A Treatise of the Diseases of Tradesmen. Written in Latin by Bern. Ramassini,
Professor of Physick at Padua. And now done in English,” London, 1705.
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